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Ethical Responsibilities of Health Care Providers during Pandemics
According to the World Health Organization, a pandemic have a very high likelihood of causing 2 to 7.4 million deaths in the entire globally. In the first world countries, these figures account for 15% of the world’s population, and statistics show there is 134 to 233 million outpatient visits and a whopping 1.5 to 5.2 million admissions (Malm et al., 2008). People believe that healthcare providers would sacrifice their lives to save those of their patients. However, the romanticized notion cannot work during a pandemic since they would also be trying to save themselves. Fear affects all the people, including healthcare workers. They might be selfless but some of them will turn down the job to avoid being infected. 
The moral theory argues that health care providers have a duty to help the sick, no matter the situation (Panicola et al., 2011). The grounds offered for this argument include implied consent, express consent, professional oaths and codes, reciprocity and special training. These grounds, however, don’t involve the healthcare workers’ views and feelings towards the subject. Some say that it’s the job the healthcare workers chose, so they ought to perform it under all the circumstances. The army never leaves without permission, since they have a law that governs their absence (Malm et al., 2008). Comparing health care providers with the defense forces shows that they should never leave during an epidemic, since the defense forces never get to leave. WHO argues that in the past, some health professionals turned up in such cases while others refused to turn up.
This case is a dilemma in itself. Health care providers have a duty to help the sick. But should they help the sick while exposing themselves to more risks? Research has showed that some health workers openly refuse to work during pandemics. The government should prepare itself to handle the pandemic of the healthcare workers who fail to report on duty. Otherwise they should help since that’s what they were employed to do. The oaths also show that they were ready, so they shouldn’t stay at home while people die. 
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